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hat Should Be Turkey’s Role Between the 
East and the West? 


- Albert: 

“ais is Alfred A. Albert, representing the American Civil 
erties Union and the International League for the Rights of 
n, speaking to you from Ankara, Turkey, on “America’s Town 
eting of the Air.” 

Ve were most surprised by the coolness of the weather here 
; in Istanbul where we stopped en route. As ancient as is 
anbul, Ankara is more modern in its construction of houses and 
idings than any city that I have seen at home. 

‘he people here are engaged in the midst of a terrific struggle 
hk economic problems. Much of industry and some agriculture 
been nationalized, not because of any basic belief in socialism 
because it was the only way it could be done. No one regards 
; nationalization as permanent but, rather, as a temporary 
asure. It is not a question of restoring a stable economy but a 
sstion of creating in this land, rich with natural resources, an 
10st self-sufficient nation. 

Jow, to preside over our discussion, here is your moderator, the 
sident of Town Hall, New York, and founder of America’s Town 
eting of the Air, Mr. George V. Denny, Jr. Mr. Denny. (Ap- 
use) 


derator Denny: 

‘ood evening, neighbors. Tonight I hope we shall be able to 
e you something of the real flavor of the generous, hospitable, 
| industrious people of Anatolia, known today as modern Tur- 
, We’ve met them; we like them; and we have much in common. 
‘one are the traditional fez and turban; gone are the romanti- 
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cized harems and sultans. Although the stately minarets an 
mosques abound in Istanbul and other Turkish cities, there is com 
plete freedom of religion and worship. 

As we flew over the country from Istanbul to Ankara, the ney 
capital of modern Turkey, we were reminded of the flight fror 
San Francisco to Los Angeles, for this country has much in com 
mon with America’s great Southwest. And these modern Turkis 
people are as proud of their country and as friendly as our trad: 
tional Westerner. 

Weare the guests tonight of the UNESCO National Commissio 
of Turkey, headed by the Honorable Tahsin Banguoglu, Turkey 
Minister of Education. We cannot discuss tonight’s question, “Whe 
Should Be Turkey’s Role Between the East and the West?” witk 
out learning more about Turkey than most of us in the Unite 
States now know. So we have asked our speakers to give us @ 
much information as possible in their opening presentations an 
to save the controversy for the question period. I’ll lift the cu 
tain to this extent, however, and give you two important facts: 

1. Turkey has universal military training and spends more tha 
40 per cent of its total annual budget for military purposes. 

2. The Communist party is outlawed in Turkey and communisi 
has no appreciable support in this country. 

Our first speaker could fill the whole hour with fascinatin 
stories about this great country in which he has lived for nearl 
twenty years. Dr. Floyd Black of Bridgeport, Illinois, came 1 
Turkey first in 1911 as an instructor at Robert College where h 
remained until 1926 when he became president of the America 
College in Sofia, Bulgaria. He was called to the presidency « 
Robert College and the American College for Girls in Istanbi 
in 1944 where he remains as one of the most highly respecte 
American citizens in this country. I take pleasure in presentir 
Dr. Floyd H. Black. (Applause) 


Dr. Black: 


When you look at a map of Turkey, set in a map of the Midd 
East and the great area surrounding it, you see at once the won 
derful geographical situation which this country enjoys. Tt 
Turkish Republic unites the East with the West, the West wit 
the East. 

Turkey is as large as Texas, plus nearly half of Oklahoma. It 
rich in resources—agricultural, mineral, human. Many years ag 
an eminent Turkish woman writer published a book entitle 
Turkey Faces West. This observation is true. But Turkey al: 
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jes East. She faces West in codperation. She faces East in 
ermination to maintain her own way of life. 
The Turkish Republic is a democracy, much like other western 
mocracies. Besides having a democratic form of government, 
» Turkish people are democratic in social forms. Since the most 
vient times, Anatolia, the Turkish homeland, has been a center 
vivilization. Homer, Aesop, and Nasir-ud-din Hojad, the Turkish 
iryteller, lived in Anatolia. 
in the second millenium B.c., Hittite life and activity flourished 
tre. In succeeding ages, rich civilizations came and went, each 
ng absorbed by its successor. In all parts of Anatolia, the 
inains of these successive civilizations are found—great cities, 
»aters, public buildings, water systems, roads—which indicate 
» high standards of life maintained for many generations. 
‘n ancient times, ideas flowed west from Anatolia. Today, ideas 
: flowing east through Anatolia. 
4s all the world knows, Ataturk was the founder of the Turkish 
wublic. Under his leadership, 26 years ago, peace and political 
bility were established. The monument of this enduring peace 
‘ne Treaty of Lausanne, negotiated in 1923, by the skill of Ismet 
sli, now the distinguished President of the Turkish Republic. 
*irmly based on the policy of peace then established, the Turkish 
public stands strong and orderly. In the whole area extend- 
- from the Suez Canal to the Danube River, Turkey is the 
> powerful nation confident of its ability to maintain and 
velop its own national life. 
schools are a symbol of present-day progress in Turkey. Every- 
ere in cities, towns, villages, one sees new school buildings— 
rary schools for all children; village institutes for the special 
ining of boys and girls from farm families; occupational schools 
both sexes; high schools to prepare boys and girls to enter 
iversities in Ankara and Istanbul. 
Annually, five or six hundred Turkish students pursue pro- 
sional and special studies in American universities. The Amer- 
n colleges in Istanbul and American schools in other centers 
resent American education. English is widely studied and 
ken. In all Turkish schools, languages, literature, and science 
studied and taught just as they are in schools farther west. 
Nherever one travels in Turkey, one sees modernization of 
icultural methods, the development of industry, the rapid 
ension of transportation facilities, the construction of new 
ises and public buildings. 
n short, the Republic of Turkey, like other countries, is striving 
make transition from the prewar epoch with its way of life, 
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traditions, and economic conditions, to the postwar epoch of todé 
In doing this, Turkey depends primarily upon the industry, intel 
gence, and good sense of her people; on her armed forces, we 
trained and loyal, which defend her frontiers; on the wise dire 
tion of her foreign and internal policies, planned to mainta 
peaceful, good-neighbor relations with all countries. 

Turkey claims no territory from any other nation. All respo 
sible citizens think Turkey is big enough. Every effort is direct 
toward internal economic development. 

Thus the Turkish Republic unites East and West. It continu 
to play the historic role of this ancient land, always importa 
in the development of western civilization. Turkey is the stronge 
defender of this civilization in the Middle East. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Dr. Black. Our next speaker, Russell H. Dorr, 
United States Minister and Chief of the ECA Mission to Turke 
He is a native New Yorker who was practicing law in the E 
City when the war broke out. He joined up with the OSS a1 
later with the Navy. His service took him to England, North Afri 
Corsica, and Rumania. Later he went on a special mission to Jape 
then to Brussels as Minister Delegate to the Inter-Allied Repaz 
tions Agency. He assumed his present post here in Turk 
last year. Mr. Russell Dorr. (Applause) 


Mr. Dorr: 

As Dr. Black has told you, in the last 25 years, under the inspir 
leadership of Kemal Ataturk and President Ismet Inonii, Turk 
has set about building a new country in western mold. Wh 
Turkey, like Russia, lies partly in Europe and partly in Asia, s 
has, unlike Russia, turned to the West, and is seeking a bett 
life for her people in adopting many of its ways. 

You have just heard of some of the achievements of these 
years, particularly in education. In addition, the Turks have bu 
railroads, power plants, steel mills, and textile factories. 

Here in the heart of this country, they have—in the traditi 
of our own Washington—built this fine new capital where or 
there was but a small village. 

They have adopted western dress and the Roman alphab 
More remarkable still, they have gone from a one-party to a ty 
party political system. They have stood four-square with the W: 
in their readiness to defend their freedom against aggression. 

Recent history establishes, then, that the fulfillment of Turke 
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Ww national aspirations calls for a continuance of her dramatic 
ard movement by ever-closer partnership with the West. 
ee brings to this partnership assets which justify her 
rdial reception. Chief among these is her staunch determination 
defend her freedom against direct aggression or subtle in- 
ration. 
But the partnership of Turkey with the West has another, more 
ting basis than cold war and common peril. In 1938, over two- 
rds of Turkey’s trade was with the western countries who are 
w joined together in the Marshall Plan. Including the United 
ates, over 75 per cent of her trade was with the West; only 10 per 
it was with Russia and the other countries now behind the 
n curtain. Everything that has happened since 1938 confirms 
5 pattern. 
Fo develop her untapped mineral wealth and cultivate millions 
acres of untilled land, Turkey seeks machinery and “know- 
w.” She wishes to exchange her chrome and lead, her tobacco, 
relnuts, cereals, oil seeds, her wool and cotton for tractors, farm 
slements, machine tools, conveyors, ore and coal washing plants, 
d-building and oil-drilling equipment, electrical generators, 
es, and a thousand other tools, and most precious of all, for 
» accumulated technical skills which a young country has not 
_had time to learn. 
“an Turkey sell coal, wheat, or cotton to the East when Russia 
me of the world’s greatest producers of these items? Can she 
ure in Russia and eastern Europe the very techniques and 
uipment which they themselves so badly need? 
‘he West can provide markets for Turkey’s goods. The West 
. supply the machinery and skills which Turkey needs to 
Id up to higher levels of productivity and to take advantage 
ner great resources. 
Jow, let’s look at the other side of the medal. There we see 
same design in reverse. The security of Turkey vitally con- 
ns that of western Europe and the United States, and if Turkish 
ources can be tapped by economic codperation between Turkey 
| the West, she can help supply many of Europe’s needs. 
‘urkey will be enabled better to bear the present heavy defense 
dens which, as Mr. Denny has said, have been absorbing nearly 
per cent of her budget. Foreign aid expenses now borne by 
American taxpayer because of the weakened condition of 
ope will be substantially reduced if Europe’s economy can 
trengthened by the contribution which Turkey can make. 
.is my view, then, that Turkey has every reason to play to 
sver-greater degree the role she has already chosen as friend 
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and partner to the West, and the West has every reason to ass 
her in that role. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Mr. Dorr. Hazim Atif Kuyucak [Ku-yu-jak] w 
one of Dr. Black’s students at Robert College. He later went 
Columbia University and the Geneva School for Internatio1 
Studies. Like Mr. Dorr, he graduated in law and has served 
many important commissions, both governmental and nongove1 
mental. He is now teaching economics at Istanbul University. - 
has written more than a dozen books in the field of money, bar 
ing, and law, and is particularly well qualified to discuss tonigh 
subject. Mr. Hazim Atif Kuyucak. (Applause) 


Mr. Kuyucak: 

In the past, and especially during the last quarter of a cen‘u 
Turkey has been a strong factor of stability and security in 1 
Near and Middle East. I agree with Dr. Black that in the futu 
also, Turkey’s main role between the East and the West shot 
be to continue as a factor of stability, because, to say the lee 
geographically Turkey is in a strategic position. It’s a bridgehe 
leading to a wide political area with greatly divergent ideologi 
viewpoints. 

Furthermore, Turkey can and should help in the disseminati 
of western culture and modern ideas of world peace and secur 
in the East. 

Our American friends appear to have been congineed that pez 
and security cannot be guaranteed for the United States so le 
as there is unrest in some parts of the world. It was this cony 
tion that inspired the Lend-Lease, and it is again this that 
now behind all aid schemes. 

It is because of this conviction, also, that the United States 
helping Turkey in many ways. I do not, however, think that 
should sit back and expect every improvement from aid prograi 
because due to their purpose and nature neither military aid 1 
European Recovery Program will be sufficient to raise Turl 
to such a level of economic development and military prepar 
ness which would permit her to cont‘nue to prosper rapidly 
the future and would enable her to resist any kind of aggressi 

Military strength depends upon economic possibilities an 
suggest that neither the Marshall Plan nor internal finance 
through etatism can by themselves assure the recovery necess 
for these possibilities. 

In fact, we have too long been dependent on the state to initi 
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iiects that might better have been financed by private capital. 
brder that we may have here in Turkey a healthy and con- 
ed economic recovery, the economic body must respond to 
ections of capital by the state or through foreign aid. This 
ponse can only be in the form of private initiative taking part 
"ecovery. 

Ve must also remember that Turkey provides sound investment 
portunities but needs capital, technical ability, and world-wide 
amercial contacts. These can only be assured by wide participa- 
1 cf foreign capital in the economic rehabilitation of this 
intry. 

‘urkey, however, from the point of view of possibilities of eco- 
nic development, is an unknown country—not only for ouz 
.erican friends, but also for many Turkish businessmen. What 
herefore needed at the outset is a general systematic and un- 
sed survey of Turkey’s resources, manpower, and administra- 
* in the relation to economic development. Wide circulation 
uld be given to the survey. 

am sure that foreign capital, mostly American, joining forces 
i Turkish private capital, can work wonders in this country, 
this is the most opportune moment for Turkey to make foreign, 
' especially American, capital interested in her development. 
‘9 country should rely for its prosperity on foreign official aid 
ich cannot be expected to continue indefinitely. On the other 
.d, international capital movements can help to create under- 
iding, codperation, and lasting peace only if they are based 
m mutual advantage. I am certain that investment of private 
rican capital will, in the long run, constitute a stronger basis 
odperation and understanding between the two countries than 
equal or even larger amount of government loan. 

he interest of American citizens in the Marshall Plan is only 
irect, but Americans who as private individual; have invest- 
its in companies financially interested in Turkey are bound 
ceep their eyes open on this country, and when the Marshall 
n ends, we shall have a great number of Americans who will 
lirectly and personally interested in Turkey. 

o sum up, I believe that Turkey’s role between the East and 
st is very important for all the world, including the United 
res. But Turkey can accomplish this role better through a 
ter Turkish-American codperation based mainly on private 
lative and capital. (Applause) 


derator Denny: 
hank you, Mr. Kuyucak. Mr. Ahmet Emin Yalman, editor of 
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Vatan, an independent liberal newspaper in Istanbul, is one | 
Turkey’s leading citizens and is widely known in the United Stat 
where he is a frequent visitor and lecturer. After studying la 
for three years in Turkey, he went to Columbia University whe1 
he obtained both an M.A. and a Ph.D. degree. Mr. Yalman hi 
had a strong hand and influence in the progress and rebuildir 
of the new Turkey. Mr. Yalman, may we have your views ¢ 
tonight’s question. (Applause) 


Mr. Yalman: 

I am glad that I am in full agreement with Dr. Black, Mr. Dor 
and my friend, Mr. Kuyucak, who preceded me on this platforr 
I will just dwell on the role of Turkey as a peacemaker betwee 
the East and the West. 

Recently, a most picturesque figure came over from New Yo! 
to Turkey. It was his Holiness, Athenagoras, for long years Gree 
Orthodox leader in America. He was chosen to become the Pati 
arch of all the Turkish people with headquarters in Turkey. On h 
arrival he made a startling statement. 

He said, “The conquest of Constantinople by Turks is a sign | 
a special will of God. The centuries elapsed since have been d 
voted merely to preparing the Turks for the role they a 
destined to play. It is the role of peacemakers between the East ar 
the West.” 

This is not a prophecy. The march of events in the Middle Ea 
during the last thirty years actually follows a continued develo 
ment in that direction. 

It mainly began with the Lausanne Treaty in 1923—the on 
treaty freely negotiated and signed by consent after World War 
This separated Turkey from the camp of malcontents and made it 
bridgehead of stability and security in the Balkans and in 1 
Middle East. 

Turkey today is inseparable from the West in its struggle to saf 
guard the values of western civilization against the undermini 
influences coming from the East. | 

The next step was this. All Turks realized, after a long peri 
of war-making, that a desire to reconquer the lost empire would 
be a paying business, so the frontiers of the Turkish homelai 
were strictly limited by the so-called national pact. 

It became a guiding principle of the Turkish national policy 
despise outside adventures and to devote all available energi 
to the purpose of internal development. This made Turkey 
reliable neighbor. It became possible to conclude the Balkan Ps 
with Greece, Rumania, and Yugoslavia, and the Saadabad P: 
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th Afghanistan, Iraq, and Persia. Both were of a nature to lead 
1p by step to a federation. Unhappily World War II intervened. 
is the old days, government in Turkey was more or less under 
+ shadow of religious authority. Turkey couldn’t play its destined 
'e between East and West unless it could get rid of all traces of 
urch autocracy in its political system. Happily, Turkey was 
le, after abolishing the rule of sultans and caliphs, to assign 
igion its proper place so that the public life could become the 
-e domain of reason. 

There was another handicap. We could not be relied upon to 
uy a role between East and West unless we could get rid for 
od of the single party rule. Happily, things have changed. We 
ve had multi-party development since 1945. As an opposition 
wnalist in Turkey who has spent a lifetime in struggling for 
mocracy, I must strongly disagree with John Gunther, who 
tes in his book, Behind the Curtain, that “the Turkish do not 
ve democracy.” 

Ye have perfect freedom of discussion in Turkey, tolerance of 
eosition, political party organization extending to the most 
tant villages. With such weapons we are sure to obtain a free 
sression of the national will in the elections of 1950. 

so Turkey in every respect is ready and fit to play a useful 
e between East and West. The role makes it necessary for 
*key to act as a living example of stability and to remain 
‘-ermined to change and improve. 

4 regional bloc including Israel is the first objective of the 
e at the present moment. This can certainly be accomplished 
America and Great Britain show proper understanding and 
atly and loyally back up this project. 


»derator Denny: 
Thank you, Mr. Yalman. Before we take the questions from this 
sndly Turkish audience, we have a message for our listeners. 


. Wilson: 

this is George Wilson, representing the American Farm Bureau 
1 its million and a half farm families scattered throughout the 
ited States. I appreciate the great opportunity of visiting farms 
1 farmers of the world. In each case I have seen modern equip- 
nt closely mingled with tools and practices of grandfathers 
l, in some cases, of long past centuries. 

‘urkish climate, topography, and natural resources are so 
ilar to California and Nevada that I feel right at home. Nineteen 
lion Turks—80 per cent of them farmers—have an infectious 
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pride in their accomplishment of the past twenty-five years ar 
equal enthusiasm and agreement in advancing side by side the 
industry and agriculture in the immediate future. 

There is drama in the transformation of this hilltop town | 
Ankara of 1923 into the madern capital city of nearly 250,0( 
people which it is today. Cooperation in investing American func 
for sound development is most impressive. I believe all of us ¢ 
this tour in search of facts and representing leadership in a 
phases of American life are getting a new view of the univers: 
desire of men and women to improve their lot politically an 
economically, to the end that people everywhere as individua. 
shall enjoy freedom and the fruits of their labors. It is inspirin 
and gives one greater confidence in all mankind and a greate 
desire to see all of us reach our goals. 

Now for the question period, we return you to Mr. Denny. 


_ QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: Now for the first time our Town Meeting listeners 
ill have the opportunity of hearing questions from the Turkish 
2ople, themselves. Our Town Hall group has exchanged views 
ith many of our Turkish friends here in the past few days and 
ave found our discussions extremely profitable. As usual, many 
‘our questions will come in Turkish, others will come in English. 
hey will be translated immediately. We start with the gentleman 
are on the left. 

Man: Mr. Dorr. In view of the fact that Turkey occupies a most 
rategic point, the United States does not provide us with all the 
ilitary equipment that we need. I would like to ask the American 
seakers here if they can say a few words on this point. 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Dorr. 

Mr. Dorr: I’m afraid the question of military equipment is a 
ttle outside my bailiwick. Certainly the United States has 
umished very substantial quantities of military equipment to 
urkey, as we all know, and Congress is being asked to appro- 
siate still more funds. I think that Turkey has done very well 
en you compare the amount she has received with that of other 
estern na.ions. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Dorr. Now the next question from 
‘¢ gentleman in the aisle. 

Man: I ask Dr. Black to what extent is Turkey supposed to be 
western nation— geographical, cultural, economical, or political? 
Mr. Denny: Dr. Black. 

Dr. Black: The speaker’s question is very interesting. Naturally, 
urkcy is a western nation in its political forms, in its historical 
mnections, and in its cultural ideals. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Next question. 

Man: For Mr. Yalman, please. What do you in Turkey think of 
1 international police force as guarantee against aggression, in- 
ead of spending nearly half your total annual budget for national 
>fense? 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Mr. Yalman? 

Mr. Yalman: I can only answer in a personal way to this ques- 
on. I believe in an international police force. I think it would 
> a much more efficient system of defense against totalitarian 
ssression than individual national defenses. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The lady with the red hat. 

Lady: I have a question for Mr. Kuyucak. I understand him to 
y that he did not feel that Marshall Plan assistance would 
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guarantee in a short time to put Turkey on a level of economi 
development which would permit her to continue to prosper ir 
the future. Do I understand you to mean that you do not fee! 
that the Marshall Plan can be effective or useful in Turkey? | 
Mr. Kuyucak: In answer to this lady, I wish to say that I dic 
not mean that the Marshall Plan did not mean anything fs 
Turkey. I simply meant that the Marshall Plan, as expressed by 
Mr. Marshall himself, was to initiate these countries to stand or 
their feet. It is a kind of vitamin injection into the economy 0: 
different countries. In spite of that fact, we are getting muck 
benefit from the Marshall Plan, and we are hoping that with the 
advice that I gave on the part of private enterprise, coupled witk 
the Marshall Plan, we will attain a higher degree of prosperilll 
(Applause) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Kuyucak. Now, the gentleman ove) 
here, please. 
Man: In the name of the Yale group, I would like to ask Mr| 
Yalman what concrete steps are being taken to implement ar 
effective opposition party to replace the ancient eastern reliance 
upon strong men of genius, such as Ataturk. _ 
Mr. Denny: Mr. Yalman? | 
Mr. Yalman: While great men have been of great service to Tur! 
key in cases of emergency and crisis, Turkish of all parties agre¢ 
today that we shouldn’t rely on man but on organized democratic 
machinery for our order of life, because mortal man cannot be 
relied upon and we should expect a crisis after the death of eack 
one. So we fully agree in Turkey that our future orientatior 
should be not to rely on mortal man but to set our energies tc 
create an organized and stable government machine. (Applause) 
Mr. Denny: Mr. Yalman, I think the gentleman wants to know 
a little more about this opposition party. Would you care to say 
a little more about that please? 


Mr. Yalman: Well, the opposition party has branches in almos 
all villages in Turkey. You may find in almost forty thousanc 
Turkish villages branches of the opposition party. It brings tht 
peasant for the first time in connection with the Turkish public 
life, and we have found that in spite of the large percentage o 
illiteracy in the villages peasants are proving to be a very sounc 
implement in the political life of the country. 


Mr. Denny: And how many deputies do they have in Parliamen’ 
at the present time and what is the name of the party? 


Mr. Yalman: There are two opposition parties in Turkey nov 
represented in the Parliament. One of them is the Democratit 


14 


rty and the other the Nation party, and together with the 
idependents they have about 70 deputies in the Assembly. 

\Mr. Denny: Out of a total of how many? 

‘Mr. Yalman: About 450. But in the last Assembly we had not 
isingle opposition man, so it means some progress. 

‘Mr. Denny: Thank you, sir. Now, our next questioner here. 
\Man: Question for Mr. Hazim Kuyucak. Do you think, doctor, 
iat the Turkish Government is ready to return some of its 
ationalized industries to the area of private competitive enter- 
ise in order to encourage private capital to invest in Turkey? 
| Mr. Kuyucak: I am not in a position to reply to this question 
ecause I don’t know exactly what the government is thinking. But 
yom the measures taken, I understand that for the present the gov- 
fnment is keeping most of the industries. What I desire, as a pri- 
te individual, is for the government to stop where it is and to let 
“@ private enterprise start from where the government has 
it. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Kuyucak. I wonder if Mr. Yalman 
euld comment on that question. Mr. Yalman? 

Vr. Yalman: Just a few weeks ago, the Turkish Government 
scided to turn over a textile factory near Izmir to private initia- 
ve. This is an indication to show in what direction the Parlia- 
eat is moving. This is only a beginning. At any rate it proves 
iat state ownership is not an ideology in Turkey but is being 
en as an economic problem, and the state is ready to change 
s attitude if the public interest necessitates that. 

Mr, Denny: Thank you very much, Dr. Yalman. Next question. 
Man: Mr. Dorr. I thank you for the kind words you have had to 
y about the western aspect of Turkey. I wonder what your 
inion is about the eastern aspect of Turkey? 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Dorr, that’s quite a question. 

Mr. Dorr: I think it is, Mr. Moderator. Frankly, the eastern 
pect of Turkey is one about which I am still learning. I have only 
en here since last fall, and my activities have been concerned 
ly with the western side of it. The eastern side, so far as I have 
en, has been on picturesque landscapes and customs and also on 
rtain techniques in agriculture for example, which we’re hoping 
improve to increase the productivity of the country. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Dorr. Dr. Black has a comment on 
at qucst.on. 

Dr. Black: Mr. Dorr will not mind if I make one remark to say 
at for two hundred years Turkey has taken care cf that castern 
ostion. We’re confident that she can continue to do so. 
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Mr. Denny: All right. The gentleman on the aisle here. 

Man: What legal and economic conditions are necessary to entice 
American capital investments to Turkey’? Does Turkey today 
possess these conditions? 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Kuyucak. | 

Mr. Kuyucak: In answer to that question, I say that economic 
conditions in the country are sufficient for any private capital t 
come and work. But in order that even the local private capita 
may take part in economic enterprise, we need some changes ir 
legal status of enterprise. As a Turk, I do not accept any condition; 
for any foreign capital to change the legal or administrative situ 
ation in the country. I say that when we change some of the lega 
and administrative conditions necessary for the entrance 0 
Turkish private capital into industry it will be the same for al 
private capital in the world. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Just a minute, Mr. Kuyucak. You said a momen 
ago that you weren’t sure about the policy of the government whe1 
a question was asked here that Mr. Yalman answered. What de 
you think the attitude of the political parties—the dominant politi 
cal parties in this country—is to this particular program that you 
have suggested? 

Mr. Kuyucak: In answer to Mr. Denny’s question, I should like 
to say that I have carefully studied the programs of the two parties 
and these programs can be applied in one way or the other, as i 
the case with the parties in the United States. So it’s not a questioz 
what the parties say. The real question is what the parties de 
(Applause) 


Mr. Denny: Thank you, very much. 


Man: On the basis of experience which has been acquired uy 
to date, will the economic codperation between the United State 
and Turkey enable Turkey to attain a level of economic prosperit: 
equal to that of the western powers? 


Mr. Denny: Mr. Dorr? 


Mr. Dorr: That’s a very interesting question. I don’t think that 
man in the world could answer it accurately. But, as far as we ca’ 
see, the Marshall Plan and the economic codperation which is nov 
being undertaken should permit Turkey to make an enormous ac 
vance and give her enough slack, enough reserve, enough exces 
purchasing power in other countries so that she should be able t 
build up, over a period of years, a standard of living which will k 
comparable with that of other countries. It can’t be done over nigh 


obviously, but what we’re doing now is making a very importai 
start. (Applause) 
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is Denny: Thank you, Mr. Dorr. Question from the gentleman 
er there in the middle of the hall. 
Man: Mr. Yalman, what would be Turkey’s role between the 
ist and West if or when the Russian conflict is peacefully settled? 
Mr. Denny: Mr, Yalman. That’s what Mr. Roosevelt used to 
ll an “iffy” question, but this one is devoutly to be wished. 
Mr. Yalman: Well, Turkey has never shown any hostility to 
assia. If the conflict with Russia is settled, nobody would be 
pier than the Turks, because our attitude toward Russia is a 
od neighbor attitude which we are showing to other countries. 
ithe hand we are extending would be taken by Russia we would 
_be very happy about it. (Applause) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, very much. I think half the people in 
B hall here have their hands up with a signal that they have a 
lestion for Mr. Dorr, but I can only take a few of them and scat- 
« them through the others. Here’s one for you, Mr. Dorr. 
Man: Turkey is the neighbor of a certain power which wishes 
transform the Black Sea into a private sea. I wonder if Mr. Dorr 
puld care to explain why Turkey was not included in the Atlan- 
Pact. (Applause) 
Ir. Denny: Mr. Dorr? 
Myr, Dorr: I’ve been waiting for that one all evening. 
Mr. Denny: Now you've got it right on the chin. 
Mr. Dorr: I think that two American Senators have made it 
ry clear that there is a case to be made for the inclusion of Tur- 
y in the Atlantic Pact. There are also other considerations which 
ve to be taken into account which have so far led to her not 
ing included. But I think that the matter is given somewhat an 
aggerated importance here in Turkey. 
After all, two years ago, President Truman declared that the 
curity of Greece and Turkey was the security of the United 
ates, and we took action accordingly. During those entire two 
ars, we have been supplying Turkey with arms the cost of 
iich, as I understand it, is something like a billion dollars. And, 
I said earlier this evening, the American Congress is being asked 
appropriate additional funds. I don’t think that we could have 
ade it clearer in any way—Atlantic Pact or no Atlantic Pact— 
at we consider the defense of Turkey important to the defense 
the United States. (Applause) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Dorr. I think Mr, Yalman could 
d something to that. Mr. Yalman? 
Mr. Yalman: The Atlantic Pact is a regional security pact. If 
irkey had been asked to take part in this regional pact, concern- 
3 mainly the Atlantic, without being given additional guarantees, 
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I think Turkey would hesitate to accept such a call to take par! 
in the Atlantic Pact. But we take great pleasure that the Amer! 
ican Congress has accepted the regional pact and that Americ} 
has further stepped from isolation and taken greater responsibili) 
ties in Europe. This is only one of the steps taken. We are sur} 
that other steps will follow that and that the collective securit;) 
system will be completed. | 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Yalman, The gentleman over here; 
please. 

Man: I’ve got two questions for Mr. Dorr. One has been throwy, 
down from the balcony and I have to read it in Turkish becaus! 
I want the translator to take the responsibility to read it. | 

Interpreter: Turkey is a country in great need of progress am 
desirous of attaining a western level. In spite of the etatist police: 
applied in Turkey today, would American capital make invest! 
ments in Turkey? | 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Dorr, can you answer that one? | 

Mr. Dorr: I am not an American capitalist, unfortunately. | 
think that under present world conditions it is certainly difficul 
to see American capital freely moving into this part of the work 
or into Europe, I am sorry to say. But if those conditions can hi 
overcome by building up the strength of Turkey and of westeri 
Europe, I think then that American capital can come. I think i 
would help, in Turkey, if there were a clear definition of thi 
fields in which private capital would be allowed to operate. | 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Dorr, then you would agree with Eric Johnstor 
that capital is a very shy maiden and needs to be wooed. Is that it’ 

Mr. Dorr: I would, indeed, from sad experience. (Applause) : 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Next question. 

Man: (Question in Turkish.) 

Mr. Kuyucak: This gentleman wants me to reply whether — 
think that we should start with agriculture or industry in thr 
country and, if I am in favor of the introduction of foreign capital 
whether the capital should be introduced into agriculture o: 
industry. Now, first of all, I must tell you that I am neither 4 
favor of agriculture nor industry. I am in favor of economic im 
provement, and economic improvement means investment of thi 
dollar in a place where it brings the greatest return. Therefore 
the capital should be invested in Turkey in the places where i 
brings the greatest return, whether agriculture or industry. (Ap 
plause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Kuyucak. Mr. Dorr has a commen 
on that. 

Mr. Dorr: Yd just like to add that, in my opinion, Turkey ha 
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| 
to build up her agriculture first in order to get a continued 
w of capital to build up her industry. She can build up her 
riculture quicker and get capital by exchanging surplus agri- 
tural products with other countries and thereby earn the power 
ring in capital equipment which she needs. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Dorr. Mr. Kuyucak? 
Mr. Kuyucak: I agree with Mr. Dorr that we should start with 
riculture perhaps, but when we say what is industry and what 
agriculture, we must be very explicit, because there are certain 
pects of our agriculture which if looked at purely from the 
pnomic point of view may be considered industry. Therefore, 
used the expression “using the capital in the most productive 
Id.” (Applause) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Kuyucak. Spoken worthy of a New 
tk lawyer. Now we're going to take a series of questions here 
- Mr. Dorr to relieve the anxiety of all those that have been 
iding up hands to signal for him. 
Van: Mr. Dorr, do the Americans still believe that we are wear- 
» those baggy trousers? (Laughter) 
“Ir, Denny: Well, Mr. Dorr, I tried to disabuse the audience of 
3 to start with. 
‘ir. Dorr: Well, I think that Mr. Denny could probably answer 
+i, one better than I could. I have never met an American who 
»aght so. I have met some Europeans who did. 
Vir. Denny: Thank you. 
Lady: Mr. Dorr, in World War II, Turkey played a great part 
the safeguard of the peace, as far as possible, anyway, and the 
ited States sacrificed a great deal of its capital, thousands of 
sons, and gave armaments to various weak countries to win 
» war and make the peace. We wonder whether now in the 
ited States any steps are being taken to achieve a real peace 
d to maintain it? 
Ur. Dorr: We certainly hope that the policies we’re pursuing 
w in the United States will lead to a lasting peace. We have 
2d with the utmost of our strength to arrive at peace, merely 
understanding, by assembling around a table, and talking. We 
ve found that that is not sufficient. We must act as well as talk. 
‘must be strong, we must show that we are determined. If we 
that, we think we shall have peace, and that’s the line we’re 
lowing. We think that it is the line which will benefit the entire 
rld. (Applause) 
Ur, Denny: Thank you, Mr. Dorr. And now, while our speakers 
pare their summaries of tonight’s question, here’s a special 
ssage of interest to you. 
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Mr. Albert: This is Alfred A. Albert again. The freedom of th 
individual Turk must be judged not by a comparison with our 
but by comparisons with what was twenty-five years ago. Mar 
miraculous advances have been made. When I started on th 
tour, I was determined to find out whether the peoples with who 
I would visit, regardless of ostensible differences, were fund: 
mentally the same. They are. They all seek peace and securit 

It is my sincere conviction that we can best obtain that peace ar 
security by a universal application of the principles set forth 4 
our own Bill of Rights and in the Universal Declaration of Hume 
Rights. 

What we need most of all is the totally free and unhampere 
mass exchange of ideas between peoples. Our Turkish frienc 
have asked us what we at home are doing to advance the cau; 
of international recognition of basic human rights. Everythir 
we do is watched. Let us at home demonstrate clearly that w 
stand four-square behind such a declaration and this will be o1 
best weapon against totalitarianism. 

Now for the summaries of tonight’s discussion, we return yc 
to Mr. Denny. 

Mr. Denny: Our first summary comes from Mr. Kuyucak. 

Mr. Kuyucak: Turkey has been a factor of stability in the pa 
and may continue to be so in the future. In order to do that, o 
country must be strong economically and politically. The Unite 
States has understood that the security of the states depends upc 
the security of the world countries, and therefore is helping oth: 
countries. But no country can live only by the official help — 
other countries. Therefore, our country must encourage priva 
capital, both national and international, for the exploitation ~ 
the resources of this country. It is through the exploitation of th 
kind that we can play our role best between the East and the Wes 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Kuyucak. Now, Mr. Yalman. ; 

Mr. Yalman: Turkey has maintained for centuries a vast empi: 
in the region which partly forms today the Iron Curtain bowl. W 
understand the mentality of the people living here. We can y 
only play the role of a link between the East and the West, we cz 
also act as interpreter of events in the East for the benefit of tl 
West. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Yalman. May we have a final wo1 
from Russell Dorr? 

Mr. Dorr: Turkey was already facing the West before the co 
war began. Partnership between Turkey and the geographic 
West is natural, not only because of common devotion to the ide 
of freedom, but because their economies are already mutual 
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i) and can, by codperation, be made more so. Such co- 
ation implies a freer flow of trade, of capital, and of technical 
pw-how,” such as might be gained through a European eco- 
ig union. Such a partnership threatens no one. (Applause) 
ir. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Dorr. Now, Dr. Black. 

ir. Black: I believe that all my fellow citizens in the United 
les will agree with me in saying that the building of the 
kish Republic is one of the most significant political and social 
evements of our times. I would say personally to my fellow 
ens that the Turkish people are a generous, kind, and courteous 
ple. Happily, the Turkish and American peoples are united 
vy by the friendliest relations. May this happy situation long 
tinue. (Applause) 

ir, Denny: Thank you, Dr. Floyd H. Black, Russell H. Dorr, 
im Atif Kuyucak, and Ahmet Emin Yalman. And our thanks to 
able interpreters. 

ur warm appreciation is also due to Mrs. Tezer Taskiran and 
fessor Orhan Alisbah, co-chairman of our Host Committee, 
to Mr. Donald Webster, and his able staff at the American 
sassy for their untiring and effective help on this program 
in our Seminars. 

eecial arrangements have been made with our publishers to 
‘all twelve of our Round the World Town Meetings into one 
ime for $1.00. Individual copies of tonight’s discussion and all 
x Town Meetings may be obtained, as usual, by sending 
ents to Town Hall, New York 18, New York. But if you would 
to have the entire series, enclose $1.00 and send to the same 
ress: Town Hall, New York 18, New York. 

ext week we will present our program from Tel Aviv, capital 
1e new State of Israel, where we will consider the all-important 
stion of absorption of immigration in this new homeland of 
Jewish people. The following week we will go to Cairo, Egypt, 
msider the question, ‘Does the Arab World Need a Marshall 
a 

an now to be. with us next week and every week at the sound 
1e Crier’s bell. 
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